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in the European Parliament
elections

Our export industry is strengthened by the European Union. Two thirds of our exports
go to countries within the EU’s “single market”, where the terms are more favourable
for us than when trading with other countries. This is why we need politicians who
stand up for free trade and openness. It creates more industrial jobs and increased
export earnings, income needed to finance our welfare state.

The EU needs to strengthen its social and trade union-related rights and freedoms.
Our right to a fair wage and our control of our collective agreements must be protected
by the EU, just as the rights of companies are protected. The European Constitution
needs to better protect our right to sign collective agreements for both Swedish and
expatriate workers, the right to continuing professional development and the right to
a pension you can live on. We industrial workers should not have to compete with each
other with low wages and poor working conditions.

Every year, close to 4,000 workers lose their lives while working in Europe. Through
EU cooperation, common regulations and laws can ensure that we improve the working
environment for industrial workers in Sweden and across Europe. We need politicians
who stand up to employers who want to increase profits at the expense of the working
environment and workplace safety. Companies within the industrial sector should
not have to compete with each other through deficiencies and savings in the working
environment.

Trade union rights are not possible without human and democratic rights. Extreme
right-wing forces are detrimental to industrial workers and our trade union interests.
We need politicians who prioritise people over the market and are ready to fight the
extreme right-wing, anti-democratic forces gaining ground in Europe. Europe needs
more democracy – not less.

Learn more about the election at ifmetall.se/val
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